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an elongate top cap posd^jtdTbned longitudinally along an 
upper one of said cross^,.m^mbers , said top cap having an upper 
portion which defip^ therein a longitudinally extending and 
outwardly opep^Tng groove and a lower portion which projects 
downwardl^^^^etween upper edges of the opposed cover members 
for r^^tfiovable securement to said upper cross member; and 

a bracket slidably engaged within said groove of said top 
cap. ^ 



z 



5. (Amended) The wall panel assembly of Claim 4 /^herein 
id lower portion of said top cap defines first ancK second 

flanges which project outwardly towards opposite/sides of said 
panel assembly, said mounting member including/a pair of 
opposed clamps disposed on opposite outwarc^Zy facing sides of 
said upper cross member and defining res^ctive channels which 
open inwardly and toward one another , /said first and second 
flanges each being engaged within tKe respective channels. 

6. (Amended) The wall n^el assembly of Claim 5 wherein 
an elongate fastener extends^ through each said clamp and is 
adjustable to move said clomps toward one another to fixedly 
secure said top cap to ysaid upper cross member, and away from 
one another to relea^ said top cap from said upper cross 
member . 



7. (Amended) The wall panel assembly of Claim 1 wherein 
said upper portion of said top cap defines a generally hollow 
interior , /and said lower portion projects downwardly from a 
bottom ^fall of said upper portion for engagement with said 
upper/ cross member. 

1^/5. (Amended) A spac^-dividing wall panel assembly 
omprising : 

a frame defined by a plair of upright elongate structural 
members each having a lowed end disposed in supportive 
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engagement with a floor, and a plurality of elonq^e frame 
members extending transversely between and interconnecting 
said structural members; 

upper and lower panel members overly^g said frame and 
each being defined by spaced-apart and >generally upright 
opposite ends and upper and lower Bd0Bs extending laterally 
between said opposite ends, each said panel member 
additionally including outwardly^ facing side surfaces disposed 
between said opposite ends; 

an elongate top cap positioned longitudinally along an 
upper one of said frame iFtembers, said top cap having an upper 
wall structure defining an upwardly-opening T-shaped groove 
therein, and a 1 owe r/moun ting part which projects downwardly 
from said upper wa^l structure and is clampingly engaged with 
said upper framer member; 

an elongate bracket having an upper hook- shaped end 
slidably en^ged within said groove of said top cap and a 
lower end/defining a flange thereon, said flange projecting 
inwardly between said lower edge of said upper panel and said 
upper/edge of said lower panel and supportingly engaging a 
lower one of said frame members; and 

a office-type accessory mounte^/^on said bracket. 




(Amended) The wali^anel assembly of Claim 15 
wherein said lower frame rft^mber defines therein at least one 
horizontally extendin^^nd sidewardly opening elongate groove, 
said flange of sai^ bracket having a free end which engages 
within said grodve of said lower frame member. 



Please add Claims 18-40 as followg^r^ 




(New) The wall panel as^^^mbly of Claim 4 wherein 
saicK mounting member is a sepa;e^e and distinct component from 
s^d top cap. 
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19. (New) The wall panel arrangement of Claim 10 
wherein said mounting membpr is a separate and distinct 
component from said top c< 

20. (New) The wall/panel arrangement of Claim 8 wherein 
said furniture component /is an overhead storage unit. 

21. (New) The wall panel assembly of Claim 15 wherein 
said accessory is an oveprhead storage unit. 



22 . (New) An upright space-dividing wall panel assembly 
comprising a pair of horizontally spaced, elongate and 
generally vertically orjiented supports which are fixedly 
interconnected adjacent} upper portions thereof by an elongate 
and generally horizontally oriented rail member, a pair of 
generally vertically oriented and planar side surfaces on 
respective oppositely [facing sides of said panel assembly, an 
elongate and rigid too cap positioned above and along said 
rail member, a mounting structure clampingly engaging opposite 
sides of both said top cap and said rail member to fixedly 
secure said top cap thereto, said top cap defining therein an 
outwardly opening, elongate and continuous groove for 
accommodating therein a mounting element associated with a 
furniture component m(Dunted on said panel assembly, said 
groove transferring a~ least a portion of an external downward 
load associated with the furniture component from said top cap 
to said rail member. 



23. (New) The 
one of said top cap 
recess therein and th 
structure defines a f 
recess to secure said 



wall panel assembly of Claim 22 wherein 
alnd said mounting structure defines a 
e other of said top cap and said mounting 
lange thereon which projects into said 
top cap to said mounting structure. 
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24. (New) The wall panel assembly of Claim 22 wherein 
said mounting structure is qefined by a pair of opposed and 
generally C-shaped clamps which respectively engage and 
overlie opposite sides of said rail member and have respective 
upper portions which interlock with a lower portion of said 
top cap, said clamps being /adj ustably fastened to one another 
to allow same to move toward one another into clamping 
engagement with said top qap and said rail member, and away 
from one another to permit! release of said clamps from said 
top cap and said rail memper and allow removal of said top cap 
from said panel assembly. 



25. (New) The wall panel assembly of Claim 24 wherein 



said lower portion of sa 



:.d top cap defines thereon a pair of 



inwardly opening recesse 
portions of said clamps 

26. (New) The wa 
said mounting structure 



sidewardly projecting caitilevered flanges which engage within 



which are separate components from said top cap and are spaced 



longitudinally from one 

^ 21 J (New) A spac 
comprising a rigid open 
laterally- spaced upright 
supportive engagement wi 
plurality of vertically 
between and rigidly int 



s defined in the respective upper 



1 panel assembly of Claim 22 wherein 
includes a plurality of split clamps 



another along said rail member. 

-dividing wall panel arrangement 

frame defined by a plurality of 

s having lower ends disposed in 

th a horizontal support surface and a 

spaced supports extending transversely 

rconnecting said uprights, a pair of 



covers disposed on opposite open sides of said frame and 



defining respective gen 
surfaces of said panel 



L5rally vertically oriented side 
arrangement, a rigid and elongate top 
cap supported on an upp sr one of said supports, said top cap 
defining therein an upwardly- opening, elongate and continuous 
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channel for mounting therein a hanger associated with a 
furniture accessory positioned for supportive engagement with 
said panel arrangement, and a plurality of brackets spaced 
longitudinally along said panel arrangement which clampingly 
and rigidly secure said top /cap to said upper support to 
permit external loads, such/ as those associated with furniture 
accessories, to be transfei^red from said top cap to said upper 
support . 

28. (New) The wall /panel arrangement of Claim 27 
wherein said channel is defined entirely by said top cap, 



29. (New) The walli panel arrangement of Claim 27 
wherein said uprights and said supports are rigid members 
constructed of metal . 



3 0 . (New) The wal 
wherein each said bracki 
clamps disposed in oppo 



one another so as to pe 
away from one another, 
portion which overlies 



clamps . 

31. (New) The w^ 
wherein said flanges oi 
substantially the enti 



1 panel arrangement of Claim 2 7 

t is defined by a pair of identical 

ed relation and adjustably fastened to 



5::mit said clamps to move toward and 
sach said clamp having a lower C- shaped 
an upright side wall of said upper 
support and an upper pcrtion fixed to the respective lower 
portion and defining tlr.erein a sidewardly and inwardly opening 
channel, said top cap having an upper portion defining said 
continuous channel therein and a lower portion mounting 
thereon a pair of sidewardly projecting and cantilevered 
flanges which respectively engage within said channels of said 



11 panel arrangement of Claim 3 0 
said top cap extend along 
longitudinal extent thereof. 



I e 
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32. (New) A space-dividing wall panel arrangement 
including a plurality of sidewardly spaced and verti^cally 
oriented support posts, each adjacent pair of said/posts being 
interconnected to one another by a plurality of tiorizontally 
oriented and vertically spaced cross members sc/ as to define 
an open frame, a pair of oppositely facing and vertically 
oriented panels supported on said frame anci/def ining 
respective opposite sides of said panel ai?xangement , a top cap 
extending along and supported by an uppe^ one of said cross 
members, said top cap defining therein /a groove which extends 
continuously along an upper extent of/ said panel arrangement 
and which seats therein an upper end'^ portion of a hanger which 
supports an office furniture accesjsory to mount same in a 
suspended manner on said panel aiTxangement at a selected 
location therealong, said hange^ having a lower end portion 
disposed in load-bearing engagement with a lower one of said 
cross members . 

33. (New) The wall/panel arrangement of Claim 32 
wherein said top cap is /secured to said upper cross member by 
a plurality of clamping members which are separate components 
from said top cap anci/ are disposed longitudinally along said 
panel arrangement . 



34. (New) ^he wall panel arrangement of Claim 33 
wherein each saLa clamping member is of a split construction 
defined by a paiir of opposed and adjustably fastened C- shaped 
clamps disposisd on respective opposite sides of said upper 
cross member/ said top cap defining an elongate mounting 
element spaced downwardly from said groove which engages with 
upper portions of the respective pairs of clamps to secure 
said top/cap thereto. 
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35. (New) The wall panel arrangement of Claim 32 
wherein said groove opens upwardly and is defined solely by 
said top cap. 



36. (New) A space -divading wall panel assembly 
comprising an open frame defined by a pair of vertically 
oriented uprights fixed to one another by at least one 
horizontally oriented cross/ rail which extends transversely 
between said uprights, a pair of opposed side covers overlying 
said frame on opposite sides thereof, an elongate top cap 
positioned above said cros/s rail and secured thereto by a 
plurality of clamps disposed longitudinally along said cross 
rail, said top cap definimg an elongate channel therein for 
accommodating a mounting element associated with a furniture 
component supported on sajid panel assembly, said clamps being 
releasably engaged with said top cap and said cross rail to 
allow removal of said top cap from said panel assembly, and 
said top cap having a wicath dimension which is greater than a 
width of said frame suchj that said top cap spans a width of 
said panel assembly as defined between said opposed side 
covers 

37. (New) The wall panel assembly of Claim 36 wherein 
said clamps are separate and distinct components from said top 



cap , 



each said clamp is defi 
are adjustably fastened 
therebetween both said 
top cap. 



38. (New) The waM panel assembly of Claim 37 wherein 



39. (New) The 
said mounting element :. 



led by a pair of opposed brackets which 

to one another and sandwich 
cross rail and a lower portion of said 



wal 



1 panel assembly of Claim 36 wherein 
s an upper mounting element, and said 



